Conspectus Project
The idea to perform this method came from Dr. Madjid Dahmane, Director of the Information Science Research Division at the Scientific and Technical Information Research Centre in Algiers. The method is obviously robust requiring readings about the techniques available to collections and users. Its application through the American context and English environment has been fulfilled with success [Streby, 2005] ; some critics and suggestions were made considering the Conspectus as available for print collections and should be updated to take into account the digital world [Clayton, 2002] .
Is it the case for Algeria? Is it possible to apply it to the electronic resources?
In Algeria the project is launched during the year 2004-2005 at the University Library of Bejaia, in view to apply it to the whole university libraries around the country. It focuses on these suitable and adapted indicators:
-Age of Collection and Language Coverage:
We applied the median age and language indicators to some divisions of the collection. The findings from the analysis are indicated below.
For biology, chemistry, law, computer science, mathematics, physics, and electronics, the appropriate goal levels are 3c or 4. The median age for books in biology is 21 years old; for chemistry, 19 years old; for computer science, 10 years; mathematics and physics, 20 years; and electronics, 12 years. For these disciplines English language coverage is between 17% and 29%. We concluded that for these disciplines the age of the materials indicates that the library should update its collection, purchasing more recent materials and more books in foreign languages. For law, however, the corresponding level is 3c and the median age is seven years old and only five years old for Arabic documents, both of which are acceptably recent.
-Collection Depth:
Because of its time consuming nature, we analyzed the division of math only. We chose it because our library's collection is well developed, and math is taught in several fields at our university. Furthermore, we have Internet access to catalogues of specialized libraries and French universities such as the university libraries of Bordeaux and Grenoble, which have strong collections in the field of mathematics -e.g., the catalogue of books of all French libraries in this field. [Catalogue Fusionne Des Ouvrages De Bibliotheques Francaises]. We analyzed the division of mathematics by exploring the academic levels of titles using the French bibliographic database "Electre" for French books and the English database "Dawson" for English ones. We also examined the preface and table of contents of books not in the database and conducted interviews with professors and doctoral candidates in math.
Across the entire mathematics division, 41% of the collection's monographs were deemed appropriate to the bachelor's level, 46% to the master's level, and only 13% to the doctoral level. We concluded that the collection focuses on the undergraduate and master's levels, and that holdings appropriate for advanced research should be enriched. The useful results of the Conspectus methodology cited above push for an ongoing project. The field of computer science is taught in many specialties and is a narrow field relative to math. The results showed that 22.71% of the collection is appropriate to bachelor' level, 48.41% to master and only 6.86% to doctorate. We conclude that the collection focuses mainly on the master's level. It is under expectation to match the undergraduate level. The purchase of handbooks is required to satisfy the needs of students. The doctoral level is also not sufficient and should be enriched. Nevertheless, there are substitutes like print and electronic journals to improve the research level.
-Use of Checklist:
The evaluation of collections is still an ongoing project in America. A list of rowing books is checked to the Harvard and Yale libraries. The check consists of identifying the exact edition as "match book," a different edition as "near match" and if there is no edition found, that is designated as "no match." The parameter of circulation is added in order to cross the indicator of the collection within the circulation availability. The study checked the list against the collection of Harvard, which allows a comparison between categories and, beyond that, the evaluation of the overall availability. It is calculated by the formula:
Overall availability = Percentage available at acquisitions barrier x percentage at circulation barrier [Nisonger, 2007] .
In the purpose of evaluating our library, we chose the comparison to the university libraries of Bordeaux and Grenoble (France), which serve as benchmarks. [Catalogue Fusionne…]. We chose these libraries for comparison with ours because they have strong collections in math. The study showed that, compared to the libraries of Bordeaux and Grenoble, the university library of Bejaia had many titles in algebra, analysis, numerical analysis, and probabilities and statistics, but fewer in the fields of mathematical logic, arithmetic and number theory, geometry, and trigonometry.
-Advent of Internet:
The spread of the Internet developed ways to improve the use of eBook and e-journal databases [McKiel, 2008] . Furthermore, the library that acquires digital collections serves dispersed and networked users instead of making access only for few ones. [Ross, 2007] We should recognize that the shift to digital collections spreads worldwide in the context of globalization. The use of e-journals is an object of study in Turkey. The users of the university library of Istanbul agree that e-journals are accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Furthermore, it gives access to many journals and offers quicker availability. [Dilek-Kayaoglu, 2008] Our library made the Internet part of its life in the year 2000. However, subscribing to databases available through the Web began during the year 2005. Because of the weakness in the doctoral level, the library purchased the ScienceDirect database available through the Internet. The holdings of the database are sufficient for journals and different specialties and subjects. Having UNESCO dollar coupons, the library added the SpringerLink database. The study compared the journals owned of math and computer science in both ScienceDirect and SpringerLink. The impact factor is used as a parameter of evaluation of the pertinence of journals. The result is described below in the table:
In the field of math, the SpringerLink database owns 99 journals having an impact factor that represents 40% of the total number of journals in the field. The ScienceDirect database possesses 79 journals with impact factors that represent 32%.
In the field of computer science, ScienceDirect has 96 journals cited in JCR that represent 46% of the total number of journals in the division, whereas SpringerLink owns 56. 
Use of Conspectus Outside America
This methodology of evaluation is still used outside America. The following examples concern its use in Europe in English countries as well as in France.
-Conspectus in Scotland:
The use of Conspectus by the Scottish Confederation of University and Research Libraries (SCURL) began in 1987. The Scottish Executive Education Department (SEED) adapted Conspectus to electronic environment in 2000. They assign subject strength levels by self assessment. The search for terms in a category within hierarchical organization: (division, categories and subjects) can allow the user to increase his recall by using Boolean OR relationship. Up to 2005, the conspectus takes into account the new environment of I.E. that is the result of the activities of the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) that support research and high education and include resources of all types [Dunsire, 2006] .
-Conspectus in France:
The Library of Fresnes applied Conspectus to its collections. In 2001 it evaluated the division of philosophy describing either the collections or the users. The method is used afterwards to the collection of psychology. The evaluation consists of setting objectives to the categories such as psychoanalysis, family education, child psychology, sensorial perception, and applied psychology. It divides also its users to five classes: first: 0 to 13 years old, second: 14 to 19, third: 20 to 24, fourth: 25 to 54, and fifth: up to 54. The analysis is conducted during a period of five years from 2002 until 2006. The collection has been evaluated through the parameter of circulation. As an example we choose the category of child psychology. This objective matches student needs at the bachelor's level in university. As a result, the class of 20 to 24 year olds should be more interested and then should borrow more books, whereas the evaluation showed that the class of 25 to 54 year olds is the great borrower. They conclude that the collection or the objective is not fitted to the users [Giappiconi, 2006] .
Conclusion
The Conspectus approach helped us to identify strengths and weaknesses, improve our collection, and also make these recommendations for librarians across Algeria:
• Develop objective standards to evaluate the collection at a given university for analyzing the existing collection strength, the current collecting intensity, and teaching objectives for the various disciplines. On the other hand, when a portion of a collection is identified as a point of weakness, the results may indicate a need to improve human resources in those areas. Revealed weaknesses may underscore the need for a management review. More research on this method is required, of course, but our preliminary findings indicate a certain robustness in this method for identifying weaknesses in a collection's holdings. We recommend its use in other libraries and look forward to the reporting of those results. 2. Clayton, Peter. Updating conspectus for a digital age / Peter Clayton and G.E. Gorman, Library Collections, Acquisitions and Technical Services, no26, 2002, p.253-258. 3. Dilek-Kayaoglu, Hulya. "Use of electronic journals by faculty at Istanbul University, Turkey: the results of a survey," Journal of Academic Librarianship, vol.34, no3, 2008, p.239-247. 4. Dusire, Gordon. "Conspectus and the Scottish Collections Network: landscaping the Scottish common information environment," Signum, no3, 2006, p.20-27 Furthermore, the Conspectus has benefits for evaluating the acquisition level for electronic resources, which are very exhaustive. They include local and remote databases, as well as free and costly databases. As always, librarians should confer with professors in those disciplines.
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